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GOOD-FRIDAY. 


T has always been accounted good policy in 
the church of Rome to withhold the Holy 
Scriptures from the laity, and to perform 
the public worſhip of Almighty God in 


Latin, a language unknown to the people. A 
religion founded on the infallible judgment of 
one man, and requiring of all the reſt of man- 
kind an abſolute ſubmiſſion to his dictates, ought 
not to be examined; for, ſhould the people | 
emerge from credulity, and riſe into reaſon 
and faith, the bold Pretender to Infallibility would 
tumble from the pinnacle of pontifical dignity E 
into a gulf of univerſal contempt. 


That wiſe and vigorous ſet of men, the Pro- 


teſtant Reformers, broke open the papal cabinet, 
expoſed his pretended titles to public view, and 


did all in their power to ſimplify religion, and 
to reduce | it to its original Plajnnels and purity, 
— They 


LL: 
They laid open the inſpired writings, they 
taught the right of private judgment, and they 


ſummoned all mankind to enter into that liberty 


with which Jeſus Chriſt had made them free. 


If theſe men had a fault, it lay in the breadth. 
of their ſcale; they aimed to convert whole na- 
tions at once, and to change their cuſtoms in a 
day. Many religious cuſtoms were incorporated 
with civil rights, it was irreligion in eccleſiaſtics 
to exerciſe civil government, and it became 
therefore eſſential to the accompliſhment of their 


plan to call in the aid of ſecular powers. Secular 


powers readily aſſiſted them; but at the ſame _ 
time obliged them to keep meaſures with royal 
| prerogatives, court factions, the intrigues of 5 


the old clergy, and the prejudices of the com- 


mon people. They therefore left the reforma- | 


tion unfiniſhed, and died in hopes that their ſuc- 
ceſſors would complete in happier periods what 


they had begun. Far from entering into this 


juſt and liberal deſign, we ſeem to have loſt 
fight of it, and to have adopted principles ſub- 
verſive of the whole. We ſeem to have diſ- 
| carded piety, incorporated luxury, and the few 
who have not given up all ſenſe of ſhame, en- 


deavour to conceal the ſcandal under a cover of 
ſuperſtition. Thus we affect modeſty, and dance 


naked in a net to hide our ſhame: 
. 3. 85 Super- 


2 


Rl 


5 
> 


„ 

Superſtition is to religion, ſays one, what 
aſtrology is to aſtronomy, the fooliſh daughter 
of a wiſe mother. Theſe two have long ſubju- | 


gated mankind. We have no objection in ge- 
neral againſt days of faſting and prayer, they 
have always the advantage of retaining a ſcrip- 


tural form of godlineſs, they are often edifying, 


and ſometimes neceſſary. Nor do we find fault 


with thoſe Chriſtians who make conſcience of 
obſerving all the feſtivals of their own churches. 


They have a right to judge for themſelves, and 
their fincerity will be rewarded. Neither will 


we ſuppoſe the Engliſh clergy to have been de- 


ficient in teaching their people, that all practical 
religion divides into the two parts of moral ob- 
ligations, and poſitive inſtitutes; that the firſt 
are univerſal, unalterable, and eternal; ; and that 
the laſt were appointed by legiſlature to ſerve the 
purpoſes of the firſt. But as the cauſe of moral 
rectitude can never be pleaded too often, nor 


the nature of it explained too clearly, as ſuper- 


ſtition is very apt to invade the rights of reli- 
gion, and as numbers who have great intereſt 


in theſe articles have not leiſure to trace them 
through folios, it may not be unſeaſonble, and 
we truſt it will not be deemed impertinent, to 
expoſe to public view in brief the hiſtory the 


| authority the piety and the polity of church 


A 2 hoh- 
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holidays. To diſcuſs one is to examine all, and 

wee ſelect for this purpoſe that day, on which, it 
is reputed, the founder of our holy religion was 

crucified, commonly called GooD-FRIDAT. 


De HisTory of Good. Friday. 


Let no one blame an hiſtorian who does not 
begin before his records, it is not his fault, it 
is his virtue. Strictly ſpeaking, all documents 
in Proteſtant churches ſhould be found in the 
Holy canon; for the people of each church refer 
an inquifitive man to their clergy, their clergy 
refer him to their printed confeſſions of faith, 
and all their confeſſions refer him to Scripture, 
There are many ceremonies in ſome Proteſtant 
churches which do not pretend to derive them- 


ſely es from Scripture immediately, but they were 


appointed, they ſay, by thoſe who were ap- 
pointed by Scripture to ordain them. The exa- 
mination of this appointment does not fall un- 
der this article, and we defer it to the next. 
At preſent we only obſerve, Good-Friday is a 
ceremony of this kind, and the original records 


of pure Chriſtianity ſay nothing about it. 


Neither any one Evangeliſt, nor all the four 


together, narrate the <whole hiſtory of Jeſus 
Chriſt, nor yet all the cir cumſtances of thoſe 
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parts on which they enlarge moſt. St. John, the 


laſt of theſe hiſtorians, cloſes his hiſtory with a 


declaration, that many things relative to Jeſus 
Chriſt were not written, The times of the birth 
and crucifixion of our Saviour are ſo written in = 
theſe authentic records, that nothing certain 
can be determined concerning them. All who | 
have pretended to ſettle theſe periods are con- 
jecturers, and not hiſtorians, as their variety 
proves. There is only one opinion in the whole 
Chriſtian world concerning the country of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the place of his nativity; all allow 
he was a Jew, and born at Bethlehem. We 
ſhould be equally uniform in our belief of the 
times of his birth and crucifixion, had Scripture 
as clearly determined the laſt as it has related 


the firſt. There are more than one hundred 
and thirty opinions concerning the year of his 


nativity, and the day of it has been placed by 


men of equal learning in every month of the 


year. There 1s a like variety of opinions con- 
cerning the time of his crucifixion. Let us re- 
ſpec the ſilence of the oracles of God. No ar- 
gument can be drawn from it to endanger 
Chriſtianity. A point of chronology i is not an 
object of ſaving faith, nor is zeal for an unde- 


cided queſtion any part of that holineſs, without 


which none hall ſee the Lord. The inſpired 


writers 
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writers did not deſign to make laws about feaſts, 
but to enforce the practice of piety and virtue. 
The firſt congregations of Chriſtians conſiſted 


of native Jews, Jewiſh proſelites, and Pagans of 
different countries, and of divers ſects. Each 
claſs brought into the Chriſtian church ſome of 
their old education prejudices, and endeavoured 


to incorporate them with the doctrine and wor- 
ſhip of Chriſtianity. The Apoſtles guarded againſt 


this unnatural union, and, during their lives, 
prevented the profeſſion of it; but after their 


deceaſe they were made to coaleſce, and from 


this coalition came Good-Friday, and other 
church holidays. Chriftianity affirmed the facts 
—proſelite mathematicians gueſſed at the times 
pretended ſcholars accommodated prophecy and 
hiſtory to the favourite periods—and devotional 


men, whoſe whole knowledge conſiſted in an art 


of turning popular notions to pious purpoſes, 


began to obſerve the days themſelves, by the 


auſterity. of their examples they gave them a 
 fſan&timonious air to others, and ſo recommended 


8 


them to the obſervation of all who choſe to be [i 
: accounted pious as well as wiſe. = 
We hear nothing of Eaſter till the n cen- 


| tury, and then we find Polycarp, Anicetus, and 
others conferring on the time of keeping it, ce- 


; lebrating i it at different times, and exerciſing a 
mutual 
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mutual toleration notwithſtanding their diffe- 
rences. Jeſus Chriſt was crucified at the time 


of the Jewiſh paſſover. The Chriſtians of Aſia 


celebrated Eaſter on the fourteenth day of the 


moon, according to the law of Moſes, on what- 
ever day of the week it fell, ſo that if they kept 


ſome years a Good Friday, they alſo kept in 


other years Good Monday, Good Saturday, .or 
Good any day, for the day of Chriſt's crucifixion 


muſt be at its due diſtance from the day of his 
reſurrection. Theſe Eaſtern Chriſtians pretended 


St. John kept Eaſter ſo. "The weſtern churches 


uſed to obſerve the Sunday after the fourteenth 
day of the March moon, and they ſaid St. Peter 


and St. Paul always did ſo. If theſe Chriſtians 


could not convince one another in times ſo near 


thoſe of the Apoſtles, it is not likely we ſhould 


be able to determine the time of Eaſter now. 
We have nothing more then to add here, except 


that ahey debated and differed like Chriſtians, | 


they tolerated one another, they communicated 
_ together, and the liberal temper of ſuch diſpu- 
tants is always edifying, however idle we may 
think the diſpute. OT 


About the year 190 Vidor I. thn biſhop of 
the church at Rome, had the audacity to ex- 


communicate thoſe Chriſtians who kept Eaſter 


on the fourteenth day of the moon. The ex- 
communicated 
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communicated pitied his pride, and perſevered 
in their practice. The Roman biſhops intrigued, 
caballed, got councils called, and at length the 
council of Arles, held in the year 314, having 


no doubt the fear of God before their eyes, and 


being endued with more wiſdom, more power, 
or more preſumption than their predeceſſors, 
' DECKEED that 2 churches ſhould celebrate Eaſter 
on the Sunday after the fourteenth of the moon 
of March, when that moon ſhould happen after 
the vernal equinox. Eleven years after, tlie 
council of Nice confirmed this decree, and the 
Emperor Conſtantine enforced it by orders ſent 
into all the provinces of the empire. The coun- : 
cil did not think to provide for one difficulty "ES 
which might ariſe, which might produce a new | 

diſſention, and throw down that idol, uniformity, 
- which theſe Chriſtian Nebuchadnezzars had com- 

| mitted ſo many crimes to ſet up. The fourteenth 
day of the full moon in March might fall on a 
Sunday. It did fo. A difliculty ſtarted, and 
different opinions followed. The Eaſtern churches 
celebrated Eaſter on the day of the full moon, 


when it fell on a Sunday in March. The weſ- 
tern Chriſtians deferred it to the Sunday fol- 
| lowing. How could a ſynod of 318 biſhops, 
they 1 were but men, foreſee this UBculty 
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bg the ſeventh century, one of our petty kings; 


Ola y, having been inſtructed in the Chriſtian 


religion by Scotch Monks, kept Eaſter after the 
Aſian faſhion, while his queen, who had been 


taught by a Roman prieſt, obſerved it in the 


weſtern way; and it ſometimes happened, that 


| his majelty \ was joyfully celebrating our Saviour's 
reſurrection, while the queen, was. faſting on 


account of his crucifixion. To get rid of this { 
inconvenience, the king ſummoned a council to 


ö meet at Withby to determine the original time 5 
of Faſter. The clergy on the one ſide reſted 


their cauſe on tradition derived from St. John, 


while the clergy on the other urged that which 


came from St. Peter. The king was judge, the 


balance inclined neither way, and long was he 


perplexed with authorities quite equal, at length 


being informed, that, however great St. John 
might be, St. Peter kept the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven, the king very prudently took care 
of the main chance, declared for St. Peter, and 


F aſter has fallen on a Sunday in England ever 
: finc e. 


Good- Friday had the fate of all other 6 
it had a ſolemn ſervice compoſed for it, and, be- 
ing eſtabliſhed by civil power, the people were 
obliged to faſt—and to pray—and to fay— 


and to f 19 — and ſo on to the end of the chapter. 


. When 
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When king Henry VIII. reformed the Britiſfr 


church, although he diſcarded many feſtivals, 
yet he thought proper to retain Eaſter, and Lent 


its appendage. The old ſervice was afterwards- 
new vamped, and during the ſucceeding reigns 
of Elizabeth and the Stuarts many were perſe- 


euted for refuſing to comply with it. That in- 


eſtimable prince, William III. procured a tole- 
ration, the preſent auguſt family protect it, and 

the inhabitants of this country now enjoy the 
| Hherty of . 3 or of nee 
- "Wok. © 
- "Is hiſtory then in brief is this. Neither Good-- - 
: Friday, nor any other Faſts or Feaſts were ap- 


pointed to be obſerved by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


or his apoſtles. The time of Chriſt's birth can- 
not be made out, and that of his crucifixion is 
uncertain. Could we aſſure ourſelves of the 
year, we could not prove that the Jews obſerved 


the regreſſions of the equinox, nor that they 


made uſe of accurate aſtronomical tables. No 


traces of Eaſter are to be found in the firſt cen- 


tury, nor for a great part of the ſecond. When 
the firſt obſervers of it appeared, they could not 


make evidence of their coming honeſtly by it. 
Councils decreed that it ſhould not be kept be- 
fore the 21ſt of March, nor after the 20th of 
April. Some, however, *. it on the 22d 


of: 
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= April, while others. colobrated it on the. 
' 25th of March; others at times different from 
both, and ues kept no day at all. Our an- 
ceſtors murdered one another for variety of 
opinion on this ſubject: but we are fallen under 
wiſer and better civil governors, who allow us 
to think and act as we pleaſe, provided the ſtate. 
receives no detriment ; fo that the language of 
Scripture is ſpoken by the law of our country, 
He who regardeth a day, let him regard it to the 
Lord: and he, who regardeth not a day, to the 
Lord let him net regard it. What good chriſtian | 
can refuſe to add a hearty Amen! ! 


The Aurnonlrv of cura . 


Dull and unintereſting as this poor ſubj ect may 
de as an article of hiſtory, it becomes extremely 
important, when it is foiſted into the religion 

of Jeſus Chriſt, enjoined on all chriſtian people 
under pain of his diſpleaſure, and conſidered as 
the livery of loyalty and piety. In ſuch a caſe, 
the diſciples of the Son of God are compelled to 
enquire, whoſe are we, and whom do we ſerve ? 
| His we are whom we obey. 
Should a man from an idea of the chriſtian 
church from reading the New Teſtament, in 
which Jewiſh ceremonies are {aid to be a yoke, 
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which neither the Jews of Chriſt's time, nor their 
anceſtors were able to bear—in which thoſe rites 


e called weak and beggarly elements rudi- 
ments of the world - ſhadows of good things to 
come, of which Jeſus Chriſt was the ſubſtance 
and ſhonld he then behold a chriſtian church 
loaded with ceremonies of pagan and Jewiſh ex- 
2 traction, there would natur ally ariſe 2 violent 
prejudice in his mind againſt this modern 


church, and he would be obliged to enquire 


me what Joab had a hand in this alteration. 
It miuſt be allowed, conſummate wiſdom— 


cool and unbiaſſed judgment rectitude the moſt 


rigid—and benevolence and power the moſt ex- 


tenſive, are abſolutely and indiſpenſably neceſſary 


qualifications in religious legiſlation. The na- 


ture of God and Man—the relation of each to 
the other and of both to all the countleſs con- 
ditions and cir cumſtances of all the reſt of man- 
| kind—the kind of worſhip—and the manner of 
per forming it — the neceſſa ary requiſitions of jul- 
tice—and the proper eſſuſions f goodneſs— 
with 2 thouſand. other articles i one grand 
complex whole, which would baflle all, except 
infinite penetration, in forming a ſyſtem of real 

religion. 
As an aſfumption of legiſlative power in reli- 
Was is an Accent to the moſt elevated degree of 
mn honour, 


: 8 


EPR, 


C19 

honour, and as it requires a kind of ſubmiſſion 
to which human dignity is loth to bow, ſo, it 
muſt be ſuppoſed, the cleareſt evidence of a right 
to exerciſe it is naturally expected. No blind 

fubmiſſion no precarious titles no ſpurious 

: records—no popular clamour—nothing but clear 

: revelation expounded by accurate reaſoning can 

be taken in evidence here. An immortal intel- ' 

Fo ligence is the nobleſt production of infinite 

1 power and ſkill—when it pays its homage to 
the Deity it is in its nobleſt exerciſe and no 

8 mean guide muſt conduct ſuch a being then. 

5 On theſe juſt principles I take up Good-Friday 
where [ find it, as part of the eſtabliſhed religion 

of my country, and I modeſtly enquire tis au- 
thority that made it ſo. A few old women refer 
me to the fourth verſe of the twelfth of Acts for 
the word Faſter, and I return the compliment 

8 by referring them to their grandſons at ſchool, 

0 who ſay St. Luke wrote  paſſover, I could, were 

I inclined to revenge, be even with theſe old 
ladies by telling the tale of Lady Eaſter, Aſhtar, 
or Aſhtaroth, a Sidonian toaſt: but I am too 

| buſy and too placid now, and I take my leave of 
this goddeſs, and alſo of the godly tranſlator, 
who profaned a' Jewiſh faſt by nick-naming it 
after a pagan proſtitute, and laid the blame on 


innocent bf. Luke. 
— The 
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The eſtabliſhed dards do not pretend to ſuy⸗ 


port their feſtivals by authority of Scripture: 
but they ſay their legal authority ariſes from that 


act of parliament, which ratified the thirty-nine 


articles of their faith, one of which affirms, the 


CHURCH hath power to decree rites and ceremonies, 


and authority in controverſies of faith. This clauſe 

zs faid by them to mean, that the governors 
of the church have power to determine what 

| ſhall be received and profeſſed for truth among the 
members of the church, and to bind them to 
ſubmi Non to their ſentence, though they err in 


their ſentence.” Theſe are their own words. 


Theſe thirty- nine articles were firſt produced 
in a convocation of the clergy in the year 1562 
they were reviewed by another convocation in 
1 571—and- -were afterwards ratified by parlia- 
ment. It is an unqueſtionable fact, that the 
religion of all the good people of the church of 


England was, in 1562, put to the vote of one 


hundred and ſeventeen prieſts, many of whom 
could hardly write their names, and ſeveral of 


whom were not preſent, and voted by proxy, 


and that ceremonies and holidays were carried 
by a majority of one ſingle vote, and that given 


by proxy. Whether the abſent member, who 
had the caſting vote, were talking, or journey- 


ing, or hunting, or ileeping, is immaterial, he 


Was 


E 
K was the god almighty of this article of Engliſh 


: religion, and his power decreed rites and cere- 


monies and matters of high beheſt. 


The inſertion of the above clauſe of the 


cnvrcn's power in the twentieth article was an 


infamous piece of prieſtcraft. It is not in king 
Edward's articles. It is not in the original ma- 
nuſcripts ſubſcribed by the convocation, and 


ſill preſerved in Bennet College, Cambridge, 


among the papers of Biſhop Parker, who was 
preſident of the aſſembly It was not in the 
printed book ratified by parliament—It Was not 
in the latin tranſlations of thoſe times nor did 
it dare to ſhew itſelf till twenty-two years after, 


as Heylin, and other high churchmen allow. 


Subſcription to this clauſe is mere mummery; 
for what does it mean? The church power to de- 
erce rites and ceremonies! An abſolute falſe- 
hood. One perſon in this church, and one 
perſon only hath power to decree rites and cere- 
- monies. The common people pretend to none. 


The clergy have introduced organs - pictures 


candles on the communion table—bowing to- 
wards the eaſt—and placing the communion. 


table altar-wiſe : but they had no right to do 


fo; for as the Common Prayer book no where: 


_ enjoins them, they are expreſsly prohibited by 
the act of uniformity, whach ſays no rites oy 
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ceremonies ſhall be uſedi in any church - - the 


than what is preſcribed and APPOINTED to be 


uſed in and by the Common Prayer book. By 


what effrontery does a prieſt allow organs in pub- 


lick worſhip after he has ſubſcribed to the truth 


of an homily, which declares them ſaperſtitious! 
Or with what preſumption does he dare, in di- 
rect oppoſition to act of parliament, to invade a 
prerogative that belongs to the crown! Neither 
a a convocation, nor an houſe of commons, nor a 
houſe of lords, nor all together have a power to n 
decree rites, ceremonies, and articles of faith in 
the eſtabliſhed church of En gland, the conſtitution 
has confirmed it as a royal prerogative, and an- 


; nexed it to the imperial ctown of this realm. 


In former times our kings ceded this preroga- 
tive to the pope, at the Reformation they re- claim 


edit, and long aſter the Reformation they refuſed 


to ſuffer the other branches of the legiſlature to 


examine, or to meddle with it: but in later 
times this prerogative was bounded, and now it 


18 reſtrained to the national eſtabliſhed church. 5 


By the act of toleration the crown agreed to re- 


ſign, and in effect it did actually reſign this pre- 
rogative in regard to the Nonconformiſts, and 
this ceſſion is become a part of the conſtitution 


by the. authority of the whole legiſlative power 
of the Britiſh anni The mode of reſtraint, 
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indeed, is not ſo be as it might have been z 


hut the fact is undeniable. 
The Engliſh Nonconformiſts think civil g- 


ernment natural, neceſſary, and of divine ap- 


pointment they ſuppoſe the form of it arbitrary, 


and left to the free choice of all nations under 
heaven they believe the form of mixt monarchy 


to be the beſt but were they in Venice they 


would yield civil obedience to ariſtocracy; in 
Holland to a republic, or in France to an abſo- 
late monarchy, the beſt mode of civil govern- 
ment making no part of their religion—They 
think in all ſtates impliedly, and in the Britiſh 


molt expreſsly, there ſubſiſts an original contract 


between the prince and the people they believe 
the limitation of regal prerogative by bounds ſo 
certain that it is impoſſible a prince ſhould ever 


exceed them without the conſent of the people, 
one of the principal bulwarks of civil liberty— 
they think there are ordingry courſes of law clear- 


Ty eſtablithed, and not to be diſobeyed, and they 
believe there are extraordinary recourſes to fix 
principles neceſſary when the contracts of ſoci- 
ety are in danger of diſſolution they think 


theſe principles alone are the baſes of prerogative 
and liberty, of the king's title to the crown, 


and that freedom which they enjoy under his 
Zaſpicious reign; and theſe, their ſentiments, 


0 are 


[ 22 ] 
are ; thoſe of the wiſeſt 2" OI Þ ableft 


lawyers—and the moſt accompliſhed — 


that Britain ever produced. 
The Engliſh Nonconformiſts abiulutely deny 
all human authority in matters of religion they 


deny it to all civil governments of every form 
 —they think Jeſus Chriſt the ſole bead of the 


_ Chriſtian church—they ſay the Scriptures are his 


only code of conſcience law All the articles of 
their belief are contained in his doctrine—all 
their hopes of obtaining immortal felicity in his 


mediation—all their moral duties in the great 
law of nature explained by revelation—and all 
their religious rites, and eccleſiaſtical law in his 
poſitive bees unexplained, or rather unper- 


plexed by human creeds they ſay Jeſus Chriſt 


himſelf does not require obedience without evi- 


dence that they ſubmit to bim, as God gave 
Him, as a prophet, a prieſt, and a king, on the 


fulleſt proof—they fay their religion has nothing 


hoſtile to civil government, but is highly bene- | 


— fiicial to it—that although it is no part of it to 


determine the beſt form, yet it is a part of it tq 
ſubmit in civil matters to the powers that be. 


On theſe. principles they juſtify the apoſtles for 


embracing Chriſtianity, when religious gover- 
nors rejected it - the firſt miſſionaries, who ſub- 
verted eſtabliſhed W by propagating it 


the 
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the reformation from popery—and therevolution, | 
that dethroned high church tyranny. For their 

civil principles they are ready to die as Britons, 
and for their religious ones as Chriſtians. 


But we have loſt Friday /—no wonder. Good- 


Friday is a rebel againſt the king of kings, and 
always when loyal ſubjects approach him the 
traitor lurks behind, ſkulks among popes and 
prieſts, and hides his guilty head in a cowl, mut- 
8 tering the church hath power to decree rites and 
ceremonies. Ah Sirrah! on 
The article of authority, then, amounts to thiks, 
In that ſyſtem of religion, which goes on the 
principles of the perfection and ſufficiency of 
Scripture, and the ſole legiſlation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
_ Church-holidays are non-entities. In thoſe ſyſ- 
tems, which allow human authority, they reſt 
on the power that appoints them. In this hap- 
py country the power that appoints them, is 

_ conſtitutionally bounded, and has agreed to ſpend 
its force on as many as Chooſe to ſubmit to it, 
and to exert itſelf againſt all who dare to im- 
pede, who chooſe to renounce it. So that the 


authority, which appoints a Good-Friday cere- 


monial, has juſt as much influence over a Bri- 
tiſh ſubject, as he himſelf chooſes to give it. If 


he chooſe to be a member of the national church, 


to which aunt there are many wordly in- 


2 ducements, 
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ducements; he allows human authority over 


conſcience, and he ought in conſcience (if it be 


poſſible for conſcience to agree to its-own diſſo- 
" to keep the faſt : but if he think proper 
to diſſent, to which certainly there are ſtrong 


religious inducements, he is protected in diſown- 


ing the authority, and the obligation is void- 
When human wiſdom affects to adorn a religion 
of divine revelation, it preſumes to paint a dia- 


mond, or to lace and embroider the ſeamleſs coat | 
of one, whoſe ſimplicity is his evidence and his 
church's glory. When ſuch as Auſtin and Gre- 


_ gory, primitive manufacturers of trumpery, im- 


ported their bales, and offered their wares to the 
Britiſh. church, they were objects of pity or con- 


tempt; but when they preſumed to uſe coercive 
meaſures to make the denizens of heaven pur- 


chaſe their traſh; when a pope like Judas. came. 
in the night with halberds, and ſwords, and 


| Raves; when, worſe than he, the traitor did not 


bring even a lanthorn to enable men to read his 


commiſſion Merciful God! couldſt thou be 


angry with our anceſtors, for hand- cuffing the 
felon, and whipping him out of their iſle ! The 
- puniſhment was too little for the crime. They 


- ould have burnt even his rags with fire! 


The 
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F he fury fiend with many a felon-dect. 
Had. ſtirr d up mickle miſchievous deſpighit. 


The PizTY f Good. Friday. 
II piety be the diſcharge of duty towards God. 3 


there are only two ſhort queſtions to anſwer, 
Firſt, is the obſervation of an annual faſt in com- 
memoration of the death of Chriſt, a duty required 
by almighty God? Next, how is this duty di/- 
charged by thoſe, who think it a duty? _ 


All duties, which God requires of all mankind, 


are contained in the moral law. Moral obliga- 
tions are founded in the nature and fitneſs of 
things. There is a fitneſs between the care of a 
parent, and the obedience of a child. Filial obe- 
dience is therefore a moral duty. There is a 
fitneſs between civil government and taxes. Go- 
vernors protect ſubjects, and ſubjects ought 
therefore to ſupport governors. Taxes for the 
neceſſary ſupport of government are therefore 
dues, and the payment of them moral obligation. 
But nobody ever yet pretended to make the ce- 
lebration of Eaſter a part of the moral law. , 


The other claſs of dutics required of all. Chri- 
flians is contained in poſitive inſtitutes. Bap- 
tiſm is a poſitive inſtitute; the celebration of the 
Lord's ſupper is a politive inititute. They would 
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been known, had not the Chriſtian legiſlator in- 


ſtituted them; and they are obeyed now they 
are appointed in proper ſubmiſſion to his autho- 


rity. But has he appointed this faſt? Does it 
not wander about a mere beggar actually deſtitute 


of every token of a legitimate divine inſtitute? 

. Since, then, the obſervation of this day is no 
part of piety, we are driven, for want of mate- 
rials to fill up this article in decent guiſe, to the 
fad neceſſity of turning the tables, and of conſi- 


dering the impiety of this black, this bloody Fri- 


ſum the impious actions that belong to the in- 
troduction, the eſtabliſhment, the ſupport of 


ceremonies, one of which is this day; ; were we 


to balance accounts between moral law and hu- 


man inſtitute, we ſhould be obliged to charge to 
the latter a moſt enormous and ruinous ſum. 
We ſhould ſet down the unwarrantable implica- 
tion of the imperfection of Chriſtianity as Jeſus 


: Chriſt appointed 1t—the incorrigible obſtinacy 
of judaizing bunglers, who united a provincial 


ritual with an univerſal rel gion—the raſh enter- 


terprizes of minute philoſophers, who aſſociated 


the mummeries of Belial with the miracles of | ; 
Chriſt—the paltry babbling of traditioniſts, whoſe ; 
impertinence put them on pretending to give 

TT _—_ evidence 


SEE a 
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evidence to wiſe and grave men by their ſenſe- 


leſs repetitions of, I heard fay, that he heard ſay, 
that ſhe heard ſay, that they heard ſay—the ſelf- 


employed and uncommiſſioned racket of coun- 


cils—the daring atchievements of thoſe knights 
errant the popes of Rome—the baſe conceſſions 


and ſelf-contradictions of their hierarchical ſquires 
—their flattering, betraying, befooling, deſert- 


ing, and aſſaſſinating emperors and kings—the 


ſubverting of all ſound maxims of civil polity, 
every diate of right reaſon, the ſacred bonds 


of ſociety and the natural rights of mankind— 


the degrading of magiſtracy, the baniſhment of 
thouſands, the bloodſhedding . . . . . (O where 
ſhall we end?) . . . All theſe under a maſk of 
hypocriſy,—a pious pretence of uniformity—the 


erection of a godlye order in Chriſten ſtates amonge 


the holye flock that Teſu boughte with hys one 
bloode 1 know E ſhall be reputed a filly enthuſiaſt 
for what I am going to ſay; but what care [? 


When the bells chune to call people to celebrate 


_ Good- Friday, methinks they ſay to me, count | 
the coft . . . . thinking Chriſtian, count the coft—l 
do fo, and I Weep « +; Am net 3 fool? Y. 
1 can't help it . . . I pour out floods of tears to 
think what human ceremonies have colt all 
mankind, and particularly what a dreadful price 


ru native country has paid for them and 1 


with 
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Aſh with Luther, that there were no feaſt-days 
among Chriſtians, except the Lord's day. All 
Chriſtians are not of our opinion. Some think 
the obſervation of this day a duty of religion. 
Very well. I wiſh to be inſtructed. Permit me 
do ſee how the duty is diſcharged. 

The far greater part of the members of the 
eſtabliſhed church pay no regard at all to Good- 
Friday, nor do ſome of them know why it is 
appointed. There is no piety ſurely in profeſſ- 
AN Mg a religion, which is neither underſtood nor 
= RY Ihe greater part of opulent members 
of this community pay no other attention to the 
day than dining on fiſh in preference to fleſh, 
This is not piety. Numbers of the clergy read 
the ritual, and deliver a ſermon compoſed by 
others, and this is their whole per formance. Mot 
artificers, and people of the lower claſs, imitate 
their ſuperiors. Some of them do not obſerve 
the day at all, and others, who hate work worſe 
than witchcraft, go in the morning to church, 
and in che evening to the alchouſe, and there 
depoſite piety till Eaſter Sunday, and then travel 
the ſame round again. Should a man lay aſide 
fecular affairs, abſtain from food, dreſs in black, 
go to church, ſay after the parſon, hear the ſer- 
mon, and cloſe the day without company and 
is who but 2 methodiſt v vould pretend to ar- 

raigz 


12 
raign che conduct of this nun? And yet, moſt. 
Certain it is, he may do all theſe without pertorm- 
ing one act of genuine piety. 

In ſhort, there are two general parents of reli- 
gious action, cuſtom and conſcience. The firſt 


terminates, and produces a blind, ſordid, ſorry, 


crawling luſus, denominated religion; but re- 
ally ſuperſtition. The latter, conſcience, may 
be enervated by ignorance, floth, ſcrupuloſity 
and ſecular intereſt, and in this ill ſtate of health 
may produce a weak family of genuine: moral vir- 
tues, and of ſilly deformed ſuperſtitions: but, be- 
ing right in the main, ſhe will always pay her 
firſt and chief attention to her moral offspring, 
Poſitive inſtitutes, and even human inventions, 
may be obeyed by people of this kind ; but they 
will never encroach on the rights of natural, ne- 
5 cctlary, moral law. If the ceremonial of reli- 
Sion ſupply the place of religion itſelf—if the 
former derogate from the sf the former 
divert the attention from the latter—it beco mes 
a reprehenſible ſuperſtition. os 
What then ſhall we fay of thoſe, whoſe whole 
piety hes in the obſervation of days, and times, 
and years? We know what an inſpired apoſtle 
ſaid to ſuch people, Jam afraid I have beftewed 
upon you labour in vain. Father of univerſal na- 
tre; in vain haſt thou given us capacity, learn- 
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ing, reaſon, and religion—in vain does the 


knowledge of all antiquity ſhine around us—in 
vain has the law of nature been explained to us 


by the writers of revelation—in vain haſt thou 
5 beſtowed thy beſt and richeſt gift the goſpel on 


us, and a government that allows us to jadge | 


of it We live in the open violation of all thy 
laws e curſe and ſwear and blaſpheme—we 
profane thy holy ſabbaths —we are guilty of 
ö drunkenneſs, debauchery, perjury, ſimony, bri- 


bery, impiety, and irrcligion of all kinds—-our 


children are uneducated in religious principles 


our property is waſted in gaming and amuſe- 
ments our prieſts and our prophets exemplify 
luxury and we e: pect to avert all our deſerved 
miſeries, and to atone for all our impieties, by 
ſaying, have we not faſted on Good-Friday, and 
feaſted on Faſter Sunday? The Jewiſh prieſts, 
at the worſt of times, propheſicd for hire; but 
ſome Chriſtian prieſts take the hire and pr ophecy . 
not. They vote indeed! but ſay, ye plundered 
Nabobs! ye French Canadian Papiſts! ye widowws 
and orphans ! ye depopulated cities, and ruined = 
commerce of rebellious coloniſts ! lay, for what : 


do 3 miniſters of the prince of peace vote? 


.. . They vote that yon wheelwright's children 


muſt faſt on Good-Friday! This IO us to the 
faſt article, 


5 J 7 
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The Polirv of cand. lia. 


* Chriſtianity was underſtood in the 
world, the firſt apologiſts for it thought themſelves 
happy, as St. Paul expreſſes it, when they were 
called to defend it before equitable civil magi- 
ſtrates i in courts of legal judicature. They had 
great reaſon to rejoice in theſe opportunities, for 
they taught a religion, which recommended it- 
ſelf to all juſt governments by its perfect agree- 
ment with civil polity. Primitive Chriſtianity 
wanted only to be known, it was ſure to gain 
ground by being underſtood. Theſe divine 
men were able to ſayIs the « origin of civil go- 
vernment ſacred ? We teach, that civil govern- 
ment is ordained by God. —Is the well-being of 
the whole the ſupreme law in civil polity? So it 
is in Chriſtianity.— Do ſtates flouriſh, when the 
people yield a ready obedience to civil govern- 
ment, and venerate the dignity of magiſtracy? 
+ Chriſtianity inculcates this. Do temperance, 
induſtry, piety, and virtue render ſtates happy? 
_ Chriſtianity forcibly inculcates theſe. —Are ſtates 
happy when diſcords do not prevail, when kind 
offices abound among citizens, when benevo- 
lence and philanthropy pervade the whole ? 


Chriſtianity aboliſhes party factions and odious 
D 2 diſtinc- 


„ 
diſtinctions, and curbs the paſſions that produce 
them; and as to univerſal love it is the religion 
of Jeſus itſelf, Do ſtates enjoy tranquillity when 
learning and liberty, conſeience and virtue are 
nouriſhed, and when impartial equity rewards 
merit, and reſtrains and puniſhes vice? Chriſtia- 
_ nity does all thele—Are ſtates ſafe, when they 
_ retain a conſtitutional power of redreſſing griev- 

ances, of inſuring life, liberty, and property from 
foreign and domeſtic invaſion, and of reducing = 
all ſes to one invariable ſtandard of impartial. 
and univerſal. juſtice? Chriſtianity inculcates 
principles productive of all this. No inſtance 
| therefore can be produced of our attempting WW 
ſubvert civil government; on the contrary, we 
are entruſted with a conciliating plan of univer- 


 fal peace between ſecular and ſacred things by i 


Jeſus Chriſt. 
The corruptors of Chriſtianity deprived it of 
this noble plea ; they bartered purity for power, 
. exchanged argument for authority, and made 2 
ſcandalous truck of all the truths and virtues of 
religion for the ſeals of a prince, and the keys of 
a goal. They invented words of ine xplicable 
myſtery, and inflicted penaltics on thoſe, who 
could not interpret their dreams - they caſt in- 
numerable canons, and with them deſtroyed 
the lives, and W and proper ties ot cheir 
peaceable 


1 


peaceable br ethren they armed prieſts with ſe⸗ 
cular power, and covered their barbarous uſe of 
it with infinite pomp they excited princes to 
hate, perſecute, baniſh, and burn their ſubjects 
for matters of conſcience they thought lay ſub- 
jects beneath notice, kings above law, and them- 
felves above kings. To their conduct it is ow- 
ing, that moſt great men conſider religion as no- 
thing more than an engine of ſtate. 
Me hope Chriſtianity in time will recover 
from: theſe deadly wounds: but healing and 
EK health muſt never be expected from ſuch pre- 
ſeriptions as are made up of the falſe principles 
that produced the hurt. The great, the only 
F object of ſuch books as Hooker's church-polity,- 
| nd Gibſon's codex, is the ſupport of the hierar- 
chy. God knows, no politions can be leſs true, 
no principles more dangerous than thoſe laid 
down in theſe compilations. Civilians ſufficiently 
fee'd could build the whole fabric of popery on 
them; for the evident drift of them is not only to 
render the church independent on the ſtate ; but 
to place the ſtate in a condition of dependence on 
the church. Their ſyſtem is falſe in itſelf —in- 
9 conſiſtent with Scripture—incompatible with the 
f Britiſh conſtitution—and deſtructive of Chriſt's 
ſpiritual deſign. Theſe writers have lodged their 
Fantiments in the dark caverns of metaphorical 


E N 


ſtyle, and there they lurk in ſeeming aſy lum. 


There is an imaginary being called the church 


governing diſtinct from the church governed 
this animal has ſex, in violation of the Engliſh 


language, and the laws of preciſe argumenta- 
tion /e is either married or a proſtitute, for 
{the is a mother, it ſeems, and has children—All 
this may be rhetorick ; but nothing of this is 
reaſon, leſs ſtill can it be called religion, and | 


leaſt of all is it that religion which Jeſus taught, | 


and which never diminiſhes the glory of. civil 


_ polity. 


5 The religion of Jeſus 3 is che moſt EE thing 5 

in the world. His church was not formed on 
the plan of the Jewiſh government, either of 
the ſtate, temple, ſanhedrim, or ſynagogue 
nor on that of any other ſtate, either that at 
Rome, or that at Athens.—The decree of the 
chriſtian. church at Jeruſalem, called by miſtake 


the fir/t council, was advice; but not law.—Ca- 


nons in the primitive church were opinions 
dievoid of coercion; the emperor juſtinian 
adopted them, and metamorphoſed them into 
civil law— there were in the primitive church 
no coercive powers particular churches were 


united only by faith and love in all civil affairs 
they were governed by civil magiſtrates, and in 
ſacred matters they were e ruled by the advice, 


reaſons, 
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. 
reaſons, and exhortations of their freely elected 
officers - their cenſures were only honeſt reproofs, 
and their excommunications were nothing more 


than declarations that the offenders were incor- 
rigible, and were no longer accounted members 
of their ſocieties the term hierarchy was un- 
known, and hierodulia would have been the 
proper deſcription then—It was a ſpiritual king- 
dom not of this world; it did not injure, it could 
not poſſibly injure ſound civil polity, The pri- 
mirive chriſtians were taxed with holding ſedi- 
tious principles: and this calumny they merited 
for not getting drunk on Cæſar's birth-day—for 
Holding their religious aſſemblies in the night, 


when ſecular buſineſs was over for refuſing to 


ſwear by the genius of Cæſar— for ſcrupling to 
give him the titles that belonged to God—tor 
talking of a kingdom of ſaints upon earth 


however, theſe ſons of ſedition prayed for 


Cæſar taught all due obedience to him paid 


his tribute fought in his wars treated all in- 


ferior magiſtrates with profound reſpect; and 
theſe things they did not for prudential reaſons 
of worldly policy, but from examined and 
adopted principles of genuine chriſtianity. 
Ihe whole farrago of a ſecular religion is a 
burden, an expence, a diſtreſs to Government, 


and every corrupt part and parcel of it is ſome 
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a Fong as one bigs family, fam up "the 


prieſthood into one domeſtic chaplain, compare 


what he coſts with the good he does, and judge 


whether the family gains as it ought, or loſes as 
it ought not by his chaplainſhip. 


Io come to the point. We apply theſe gene- 


ral ſtrictures to one article, conſiſting of faſts, 
feaſts, and holidays. We divide theſe into five 


claſſes, and diſcharge four of them. In the firſt 


we place all thoſe ob/olete holidays, which were 
an vogue before the Reformation, ſuch as the 


| Aſſumption the Conc eption—Silveſter—Britius | 
—and ſuch like, which were very properly re- 
tained in the calendar at the Reformation for 


law uſes, for the aſcertaining of the times of 
tenures, and of the payment of dues—or of 


_ charitable donations, that were dated by theſe 
days. In a ſecond claſs we put all the Sundays 


in the year; for although ſome divines hold the 


morality of the Sabbath, and others place it 
among poſitive inſtitutes, yet all agree in the 
neceſſity of keeping a day, and a pious clergy 


know how to improve it to the nobleſt uſes of 


church and ſtate. In a third we put all red- letter 
days, as coronation days, birth days, and others. 
The ſuſpending of buſineſs on thoſe days is 2 
N N compliment to our civil Sovernors, 
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and the healths and ſpirits of gentlemen confined 


in public offices require relaxation and exerciſe. 


Nobody pretends to make religion of theſe, 


and they are on many accounts quite neceſſary. 


In a fourth claſs we put all thoſe Saint's days, 
and other holidays, which the clergy are obliged 


by their ſuperiors to obſerve. They ought not 


to complain, if they are required to faſt on the 


Zoth of January for the expiation of a crime, 


which nobody alive committed; for they are 
amply rewarded by many a feſtival, from which 
none but themſelves ever derived the leaſt be- 
neſit. All theſe we diſmiſs, and retain only 4 
fifth ſort of holidays, which conſtitution and 
| cuſtom engage the whole national church to ob- 
ſerve; the ſmalleſt number of theſe is TEN. A 
very little attention will convince us, that the 
obſervation of theſe ten holidays is productive 
of no real advantage; but, on the contrary, of 
much damage to the nation at large. 


As theſe feſtivals are generally obſerved, they 


hurt the healths, the morals, and the little pro- 
perty of the poor they depreſs virtue, encourage 
vice, and generate ſuperſtition—they clog buſi- 


neſs, burden the clergy, increaſe the rates of pa- 


riſhes, endanger the peace of the ſociety at large, 


perplex magiſtrates—in 2 word, they impove- 


E 2 5 riſh 
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riſh the kingdom in Proportion to the extent 
of their influence. 


n 


To examine only one of theſe articles : 


Suppoſe a day labourer employed all the year at 
ſeven ſhillings a week, that is, at fourteen pence 
a day; ten days of his time are worth to his 
family eleven ſhillings and cight pence. Not to 
earn is to pay, and this poor fellow is actually at 
the annual charge of eleven and eight pence for 
the ſupport of feſtivals. Let us ſuppoſe farther, 
that his wife earns ſix pence a day, and his four 
children four pence each, at ſpinning, ſtone- 
: gathering, or any other work ; ten days of the 
Woman's time are worth five ſhillings; ten 
days of each child are worth three and four 
pence. So that this man's wife and children pay 
for feſtivals eighteen ſhillings and four pence a 
year. We are farther to add the extr aordinary 
expences of this family on theſe days; for it is 
all a farce to talk of their faſting, they have no 
faſts in their calendar, all are feſtivals with them, 
and they never faſt when they can get victuals. 
We allow the poor man, then, one ſhilling on 
each day to ſpend at the alehouſe, and his family 
one more for tea, beer, nuts, gingerbread and 


ſo on. We are to add then twenty ſhillings 


more to his account, and his reckoning ſtands 


thus : 
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85 1 6. d. 
To 10 days work at 18. 2d. each a 11 8 
Jo 10 days ditto of wife, at d. 5 0 

To 10 days ditto of four ere e 

aàt 4d. each per day 0 13-4 
To 10 days extra expences for far 

and family, at 28. * ws „ 2 0-0: 
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— 


Total 7% 10 0 


Is not the ſum of fifty ſhillings enormous for 
this family, a heavy tax paid for a cargo of idle- 
neſs! Let us ſuppoſe this poor man to enter 
thoroughly into the pretended deſign of the day, 

to abſtain from food as well as work, to faſt and 
pray, and ſpend nothing, till the faſt coſts him 

all the money that he ayoids earning, and this 
ſimple devotee would pay twenty or thirty ſhil- 

_ ings a year for the Privilege. of emaciating 
himſelf, 


But the people derive great advantages from 
feſtivals! .. . Good God! is religion magick! 
What people derive. advantages from feſtivals? 
they, who never attend them? It is notorious the 
poor are not to be found at church on Eaſter and 
Whitſun-holidays. Enquire for the London popu- 
lace at Greenwich, and for the country poor at 
ie ſign of the Croſs Keys. To ſay they might reap 
— 5 E 2 — benefits, 
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benefits, and they ought to pay for the liberty, 
is equal to ſaying, the ſober populace might get 


drunk at the Dog and Duck, and they ought to 


Pa) the reckoning of thoſe who do. 


Whatever advantages they derive from church- 
holidays, many of their neighbours derive great 


* di ſadvantages from their ſinking fifty ſhillin gs an- 


; nually to ſupport them. This poor fellow {hould 


pay thirty ſhillings a year rent for his cottage; 
but the landlord never gets it, yet he ee 


thank him to pay his rent by ten days work rr 
5 him. He can pay no rates to the pariſh, nor 
any taxes to government; ; yet were he allowed | 


to earn fifty ſhillings a year more than he does, 


he could pay both, and ſave money to buy a 
pig, or a bullock, or firing too, He owes ſome- | 
thing to the doctor for phyſic, and ſomething 
to the ſhop for food, debts contracted. in lyings- 
inn and illneſs, he can pay none of theſe drib- 
lets; yet he could pay all, were he allowed to 


earn fiity ſhillings a year more, and to depoſit it 


for payment of debts in his maſter's hands. 
. Moreover, he got drunk on the feaſt of the Epi- 
phany, which he called Twelfth night ſet up a 


Z ſcore at the alehouſe rolled in the dirt—ſpoiled 


his clothes—loft his hat—fought with Sam 
Str ide, who ſent him a lawyer” s letter, for which 


be pail fix and Oat Pepe, pee a | guinea ta 
— cernens Stride 
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Stride to make it up—and on the ſame night he 
gave Blue Bridget nineteen pence for the liberty 
of leaving a baſtard to the pariſh—magiſtrates 
were tormented with warrants, and oaths, and 
| depoſitions—peaceable ſubjects with the inter- 
ruptions of riot and debauchery—the whole bu- 
ſineſs of the pariſh ſtood ſtill and the induſtrious 
were obliged to pay out of their honeſt . the 
whole expence at laſt. 
What! it will be ſaid, would you keep theſe ; 
people in eternal employment, and allow them 
no holidays? I would keep them in perpetual 
employ. Six days they ſhould labour, and do 
all they have to do, the ſeventh, being the ſab- 
bath of the Lord their God, the clergy ſhould fo 
perform divine ſervice as to engage them volun- 
tarily to chooſe to fill a religious aſſembly; their 
children ſhould be catechiſed, and rational and . 


agrecable pains ſhould be taken to inſtill the great 


principles of religion into them; they ſhould be | 
taught a practice of piety, and a courſe of virtue; 
religion ſhould be unmaſked and expoſed in its 
own beauty to their view; at preſent it appears to 
them an unmeaning encumbrance of expenſive 
forms. Their infants are queſtioned, and 
ſprinkled—their wives pay a ſhilling and are 


churched—they are generally funny at a wed- 


aß and feel no ener but the ring they 
| — 
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eat croſs Vila on Good · Friday they are merry 


at Eaſter and mad at Chriſtmas they pay 
{mall tithes through life - and are buried in form 


when they die—and they call this the Chriſtian 


Religion in the beſt conſtituted church in the 
world, and abuſe all who think otherwiſe as 


 Enaves or fools, ignorant of God and difloyal to 


the king! As to holidays, let the poor take as 


many as they can afford, and their maſters can ſpare. 


Far be it from us to wiſh to abridge their liberty, 
or diminiſh their little enjoyment of life: but 
let us not make religion of their gambols, nor 
enroll their paſtimes among the laws of Jeſus 

here were in the ritual of our anceſtors 
above two hundred feſtal days, many of them in 
ſeed-time, hay- time, and harveſt. Great com- 
plaints were made to parliament; the church, it 


was ſaid, would ruin the ſtate, While the peo- 


ple were telling beads, and the prieſts chanting 
and ſpouting away, the corn lay rotting in the 
Felds, cattle were neglected, commerce was at a 


ſtand, and the nation was ſtarving. Legiſlature 
ſtruck off firſt harveſt-holidays, and then others, 


and what remain were left for a decoy to papiſts, 


to the great grief of numbers, who ſubmitted to 
them, and who wiſhed to get rid of ſuperſtition, 
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T-43-7 
If any imagine theſe feſtivals neceſſary for the 
fake of informing people of the events: that are 


commemorated on them, and of preſerving and 
perpetuating the remembrance of them, we only 
beg leave to aſk — Where was Chriſtianity ſo well 
underſtood as in the primitive churches, which 
celebrated none of them ? Where is the Chriſtian 
religion leſs underſtood than in the Roman com- 
munity, where they are celebrated without end? 


Who underſtood Chriſtianity beſt, our Saxon 


anceſtors, who had many feſtivals, or our im- 
mediate parents, who had few? Is religion better 
underſtood in theſe reformed churches where 
: they are celebrated, than in thoſe where they 
are omitted? Does religion conſiſt in the bare 


remembrance of a few events in the life of Jeſus 


Chriſt ? May not all the ends propoſed by the 
obſervation of church-hohdays be better anſwered 
without it? Do we not facrifice many great ad- 


vantages, and put ourſelves to unneceſſary in- 


conveniences and expences for mere ſhadows, 
which can never be ſubſtantiated without civil 
" coercion ? Is not the likelieſt method to make 
the clergy loath the neceſſary parts of their 
office, the obliging of them to drudge alone in 


unneceſſary exerciſes ?—Many articles are omit- 


= ted—under- rated—and halt reaſoned—but we 


1 | have 
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have ſaid enough—perhaps too much-—on the 
il polity of Good-Friday. 


Should any pariſh prieſt of genuine and ge- 


nerous piety (for to ſycophants and bigots we 
have nothing to ſay) who loves God, reveres 
his king, wiſhes well to his country and to all 
mankind, ſhould ſuch a man ſay, I mourn for 
the vices and calamities of my country, and I. 
dread thoſe chaſtiſements of Providence, which 
national ſins deſerve, I wiſh to contribute my 
mite to the publick good; but I know no better 
way of promoting it than by inculcating the ob- 
ſervation of faſts and feaſts, and approved rituals. 
1 would venture to ſay to him, 


Reverend Sir! I give you credit for being 4 


: man too wile to quibble about ſtyle, where mat- _ 
ters of the higheſt importance are in hand, and 
too good to be offended with the honeſt blunt- 
neſs of one, whoſe reigning paſſion is to with 
Felicity to all mankind. Pardon me, then, if I 
take the liberty to ſay—The cool, diſintereſted 
part of mankind conſider a hierarchy as they 
conſider a ſtanding military force. In abſolute 
monarchies, where the main principle of che con- 
ſtitution is that of governing by fear, an hierarchy 
is effentially neceſſary to the deſpotiſm of the 


prince ; but in free ſtates an hierarchy will always 


juſtly be an object of jealouſy. Hierarchical 
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very end and ſcope of the conſtitution. 
ſhould therefore acquaint yourſelf well with all the 
ſingular polity of this country, which is governed 
by a ſyſtem of laws all tending to the one great 


L 4 3 


powers have found many a ſtate free, and re- 


duced each to ſlavery : but there is no inſtance 
of their having brought an inſlaved ſtate into 


_ chriſtian liberty. Your country, Sir, is the only 


one in the univerſe, in which civil liberty is the 
You 


deſign, civil liberty, and you ſhould not put off 
the man, the citizen, and the chriſtian, when 


you put on the clerical character. Vou profeſs 
a religion, Sir, which agrees with civil polity; 
you know how ſome of your order have deprived 


it of this glory by reſiſting or duping their civil 
governors in order to aggrandize themſelves. 


Recover that character to Chriſtianity, which 
thoſe crimſon tools of a deſperate cauſe, Auſtin 
and Lanfrank, Dunſtan and Anſelm, Thurſtan 
and Becket, Longchamp and Peckham, Arundel 
and Chichley, Woolſey and Bonner, Parker 
and Whitgift, Bancroft and Laud, have vilely 
ſquandered away. Leave ſecular affairs to ſecu- 
lar men. Have no more to do with commiſſions 
of the peace, county elections, commiſſions for 
roads, the civil affairs of hoſpitals, corporations, 


and ſo on, than what you cannot poſſibly avoid. 
You may have rights as a gentleman; but it is 
F not 


1 46 ] 
not neceſſary you ſhould lay aſide the character 
of a clergyman for the ſake of aſſerting them. 
Civil government adminiſtered by clerical men 
always inſpires the lay gentry with jealouſy, and 
the poor with contempt. In your office, be no | 
aſpiring ſtateſman's tool ſor filthy lucre's fake. ÞD 
Do not dare to lift your unhallowed hand againſt 1 


the ſovereign's title to the crown, and the peo- a 
ple's right to liberty, by brandiſhing the obſolete 4 


and execrable doctrines of paſſive obedience, 
non: reſiſtance, the divine rights of kings, and 
all the unconſtitutional poſitions, which the 
ſupreme legiſlature conſigned to eternal oblivion 


at the glorious Revolution. Your ſuperior may 1 
: put you on uttering what he dare not utter him- MY 
ſelf in order to feel the popular pulſe, and he 2 
may procure intereſted hirelings to applaud you, 5 1 
and promiſe that preferment to you, which he f 
intends for himſelf. If you periſh in the attempt, 5 
what cares he? But do not deceive yourſelf. ; 
The preſent royal family will never prefer men | 
of arbitrary and unconſtitutional principles. His : 
majeſty perfectly comprehends the Britiſh con- g 
| ſtitution, and as he magnanimoufly aſpires at 3 5 
the glory of reigning over a free people, who [ : 
have confidence in his wiſdom and goodneſs, it E 
is impoſſible he ſhould ſmile on thoſe, who lay = 
the ax to the root, the conſtitution, and would 1 J 


3 


1 


by o one fatal blow fell thoſe admired branches 
his title and his people's liberties. Stir up no 

ſtrife in your public preaching, nor teach your 
pag to abhor an inhabitant of it for praying in 


a barn. Never perſecute for religion's ſake. 


85 Never oppreſs conſcience. Never diſcounte- 


nance piety in other communities, leſt men 
ſhould think you not a miniſter of religion, but 


a tool of a party. Never condemn denomina- 

tions in the groſs, nor impute principles and 
practices to them, which they abhor. Sow no 
jealouſies and diſcords in families. Cultivate the 

general principles of Chriſtianity more than the 
| ; peculiarities of your own party, and the rights 
of all mankind rather than the ritual of a very 
inconſiderable part of them. Vou are the mini- 
ſter of a religion famous for its morality. DO 


nothing to weaken this evidence of its divinity. 
Avoid all groſs vices, drunkenneſs, adultery, | 


lying, blaſphemy, ſabbath-breaking. It is not 
enough for you to abſtain from ſwearing and 
lying, you muſt not take the Lord's name in 
vain, nor allow yourſelf to prevaricate. Abſlain 
from what Scripture calls #lthineſs of ſpirit, pride, 
levity, hypocriſy, avarice, diſcontent, diſtruſt, 
mental immoralities. Practiſe all the moral 


duties of both tables, and let your flock ſee as 


well as hear your doctrine. Have no fellowſhip 


8 2 with 


| . 46 >. 
. with thoſe unfruitful works of Garda; att 
ing, horſe-racing, frequenting taverns and ales 


houſes, play-houſes, opera-houſes, balls, afſem- 
blies, maſquerades; avoid alſo hunting, ſhooting, 5 


Uangling at the heels of Sir Robert, cringing at 
the levee of my lord, and fetching and carrying 


for my lady, of all which, whatever may be ſaid 


for ſecular men, not one can be proper for you. 


The miniſter of Chriſt muſt at leaſt appear to 
be a man of delicate and reſined moral virtue. 1 
'You are a miniſter of a revealed religion. Study : 
the Holy Scriptures, diſtinguiſh the doctrines of Þ 
revelation from the diſcoveries of philoſophers ; 
the precepts of Chriſt from the prudential ſaws 


of Epictetus; the doctrines and laws of his king- 


dom from human creeds and worldly maxims, 


and do not imagine that claſſics and mathematics, 


novels, and plays, contain a body of chriſtian 


divinity. Never turn the facred truths of reve- 
lation into ridicule, nor call being born again, 


Fearing the Lord, praying by the ſpirit, the cant of 


a party. The phraſeology of Scripture may 


have been miſunderſtood ; but you ſhould not 
diſcard both comment and text; you have. 
adopted the book, and you ought to explain its 
meaning. Avail yourſelf of all opportunities of 
diſſeminating Scripture knowledge. Catechize 
the children, and the Poor in your pariſh. 
Carry 


E 


Carry religion home to their boſoms. Lay aſide 
the ſelf. important haughtineſs of a prieſt, and 


put on the meek and humble temper of your 


Maſter. Go into the cottages of the poor. En- 
courage their meeting together to pray and to 
read the Holy Scriptures. Teach them to ſet 
up family worſhip, to perform a courſe of do- 
meſtic devotion, and, above all things, never 
countenance the profanation of the Lord's day, 
but teach them to reverence and improve it.— 
Jou are, Sir, a miniſter in a rich community. 
Your country gives you good wages, and they 
expect at leaſt ſome work. Employ your emo- 
luments to better purpoſes | than thoſe of dreſs 
and equipage, Sunday viſits, midnight revels, 
aſſemblies, ſimoniacal contracts, and ſuch like. 
Deteſt the miſerable diſpoſition of hoarding 
wealth, and dread being poſſeſſed with the rage 
of riſing to preferment. Remember, all church 
emoluments are fiduciary, and they lapſe into 
the public hand, when the ſervices for which 
they were granted, are not performed. Flatter 
the vices of no patron; but with a modeſt bold- 
neſs reprove them. Dare to be upright. Deſpiſe 
the ſhame of ſingularity. Touch no ſine-cures. 
Renounce needleſs pluralities. Do not plead for 
non- reſidence, and, if you muſt have a curate, 
kt him ſhare both work and wages. —It would 
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be tedious to you, were I to g through the 
duties that are annexed to all offices from the 


_ curate up to the metropolitan of all England, 

and I will only beg your patience, while I add, 
in general, avoid the ſix vices, that diſgrace too 
many of your order—deſtroy the prejudices of 


deiſts and inſidels— allow, at leaſt, the probability 


of ſome defection—and adopt the courſe pre 
: ſcribed by the oracles of God. 


The principal vices that diſgrace the . 


| hood are: 1. Ignorance of a body of Chriſtian 


divinity. 2. Perjury, if they ſubſcribe upon oath 


their belief of propoſitions, which they have 
either not examined, or do not believe. 3. Am- 
Bition, expreſſed in a haughty reſerve in private 
life, a vain and pompous parade in public, a 
pedantic affectation of wiſdom of words in their 
public preaching, by which they facrifice the 
edification of a whole congregation to the ſilly 
vanity of ſhining as men of genius. 4. Inſatia- 
ble avarice, ten thoufand times more tenacious 

of a four- penny Eaſter- offering than of all the ten 
commandments! 5. Time: ſerving, always pur- 
| ſuing thoſe meaſures which ſerve their own in- 
tereſt, furrendering to it philoſophy and divi- 


nity, the intereſt of their country and the honor 
of their God. 6. Hypocriſy, acting a part, re- 


commending Chriſtianity by office, and eſtabliſſi- 


ing 


Ta 
ing paganiſm by inclination, at church in maſ- 
querade, and at a play in their native character. 
Such prieſts as theſe turn the heavenly manna 
into poiſon. They give the enemies of religion 
cauſe to blaſpheme,. they are the ridicule of 
Atheiſts, and the reaſons of Deiſm ! Be it your = 
holy ambition, Sir, to wipe off the foul prejudices 
that deſile the face of a weeping reformed 
church. Your community is ſuſpected of ſym- 
bolizing with popery, for Parpalio the Pope' + 
nuncio offered i in the Pope's name to confirm 
your ſervice-book. All reformed divines own, 
the diſtinguiſhing characters of that apoſtate 
church are three, ſuperſtition, tyranny, and im- 
morality. Are there no evidences of your poſ- 
ſeſling theſe gloomy marks of Antichriſtia- 
niſm ? Are your morals incorrupt? Do you 
place no religion in habits, places, words, 
and forms? Have you religned the unrigh- 
teous dominion over conſcience, that 3 in leſs 
inquiſitive. times your order unjuſtly acquired ? 
Have you like other penitents joined reſti- 
tution to repentance? Have you expelled no 
ſtudents for praying and reading the Scriptures? 
denied ordination to no candidates on account 
of their holding the doctrines of your own arti- 
cles ? ſuſpended and perſecuted no clergymen for 
preaching more zealoully than yourſelves ? Have 
3 : you 
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you awed none into ſilence, who would ſpeak 
if they dare! ? What ſaid you to your petitioning 
colleagues ? and what to the difſenting clergy, 
whom you flatter, and ſoothe, and call brethren 
in Chriſt? Are they freed from oaths, and ſub⸗ 


ſcriptions, and penal laws? Chriſtian liherty ! 


thou favourite offspring of heaven! thou firſt- 
born of Chriſtianity ! I faw the wiſe and pious 5 
ſervants of God nouriſh thee in their houſes, and 
cherifh thee in their 1 1 ſaw them lead 
thee inta public view! All good men hailed | 
thee! The generous Britiſh Commons careſſed 
and praifed thee, and led thee into an upper 
| houſe, and there . . . . there didſt thou expire 
in the holy laps of ſpiritual Lords . A. 
low, it is not impoſſible, it is not improbable, it 
3s very likely, that may have happened i in Chriſ- 
tianity, which has happened in law; multifa- 
rious ſtatutes have obſcured plain common law. 
Changing the term law for divinity, I will re- 
cite the words of one of the chief ornaments of 
that profeſſion. The Chriſtian religion has 
fared like other venerable edifices of antiquity, 
which raſh and unexperienced workmen have 
ventured to new dreſs and refine with all the 
rage of modern improvement : hence frequently 
its tary has been deſtroyed, its proportions 
diſtorted, and its MAJE STIC SIMPLICITY exchange 
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a for ſpecious embelliſhments and fantaſtic no- 


velties. For, to ſay the truth, all niceties and 
intricacies owe their original not to Scripture 
divinity, but to additions and innovations, often . 
on a ſudden penned by men, who had none, or 


very little judgment in divinity. . . . . In fine, 


Sir, feed the flock of God, which he hath pur- 
chaſed with his own blood Covet no man's 


ſilver, or gold, or apparel Warn every one 


night and day with tears Serve the Lord with 
all humility of mind Keep back nothing that 3 * 
proſitable to us Teach us publicly, and from 
houſe to houſe—Teſtify to Jews and Greeks nei- 
ther worldly politics, nor human inventions, 


but repentance toward God, and faith in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt—Watch in all things Do the 


work of an evangeliſt—Make full proof of your 


3 miniſtry Give attendance to reading, to exhor- 
tation, to doctrine - Meditate upon theſe things 
—GivE THYSELF WHOLLY TO THEM.-—Do theſe 


things, and then, when you are become vener a- 


bly hoary in the beſt of ſervices, finiſh your 
courſe with joy take Britain and her colonies, 
proteſtantiſm and popery, Canada and China, | 
your own church and other reformed churches, 
heaven and earth, to record that you are pure 


from the blood of all men— uit the world like 


Jr. divine Maſter, and aſcend to heaven, you 


G | ati 8 
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5 bleſling us, and we admiring you. EE of 
if, on the contrary, neglecting all the duties of 
your office, and practiſing all the vices that ever 


provoked the patience of God and man If you 


enter the church by that door, by which Ana- 
nias was turned out, profeſſing to be moved by 
the Spirit of God, while you are actuated only 


by ambition or avarice—If ſo far from coming 


up to the ſpirit of thoſe qualifications, which are 
required to ordination, you fall ſhort of the very 
letter, either in learning, morality, or know- 
| ledge of theology —If you ſubſcribe thirty-nine 
articles, three creeds, the genuine and the apo- 
cryphal Scriptures, the books of prayer, ordina- 
tion, and homilies, and ſwear canonical obedi- 
ence to one hundred and forty-one canons, with- 
out having read, examined, and believed the 


whole If you take the oath of ſupremacy, and 


hold, that the church hath legiſlative power— 
If you abjure Popery upon oath, and yet hold the 
principal articles that ſupport it—If you {wear al- 


legiance to his Majeſty, and teach anti-revolutional 
principles—If you obtain preferment by ſimony 


direct or indiret—If you take charge of 2000 
ſouls, and never ſpeak to 1900 of them—It you 


hold contradictory doctrines while you pro- 


feſs uniformity If you have a catechiſm, and 


never teach it—It you neglect your duty to hunt 
after 
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after preferment If you enjoy the emoluments of | 


a ſpiritual office in perſon, and do the ſervices of it 


by proxy—If you hate reformation, and depre- 
ciate and perſecute thoſe who would reform you 


lf you miſrepreſent peaceable ſubjects, taxing 
them with hereſy, ſchiſm, and a e 
and ſtrive to render their loyalty to the crown, 
and their love to the conſtitution doubtful If 
you profane Sabbaths, and ordinances of divine 
appointment —If a all your ſtudy is to make a fair 


ſhew in the fleſh—If you mind only earthly 


things, your god being your belly, and glory- 


ing in your ſhame—and vainly imagine to cover 
| all theſe crimes by obſerving a Good-Friday, and 


o to gull mankind into a perſuaſion of your ſa- 


pience and ſanctity know of a truth—the time 5 
may come, when your civil governors may ſee 
it as neceſſary to reform your reformation as 
their anceſtors did to reform the religion of your 

; predeceſſors—till then, although the religion of 

pious ſpectators will not ſuffer them to hurt a 
hair of your head, yet the ſame religion will 
_ oblige them to ſay of you —This evil man 
talks of light, while his feet are ſtumbling on 
dark mountains his country and the ſmall re- 


mains of his own conſcience, the canons of his 
church and the laws of the tate, the liberalities 


of his prince and the tears of his brethren, the 
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obs. of Burncts and Hoadleys and Lardners, 


"the. juſt judgments of heaven on degenerate 

| prieſts and incorrigible nations, all call him to 
his duty, and warn him of the danger of fall- 

ing into the hands of an angry God—if he will 

not hear, our ſouls ſhall weep in ſecret Places fo 

for his 3 ignorance. and pride. 57 


